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Opportunities for trade

• Real trade opportunities in EU markets for welfare-
friendly products

• FAO: January 09 - compliance with animal welfare 
standards can open access to international markets for 
products from less developed countries  

• International Finance Corporation:
– Growing market opportunities for food produced in 

animal welfare friendly systems
– Opportunity to become producer of choice for retailers 

& consumers concerned with animal health & welfare, 
food safety & quality and the environment



Legislation based on scientific 
evidence

Scientific Veterinary Committee, 
1996:
“It is clear that because of its small 

size and its barrenness, the battery 
cage as used at present has 
inherent severe disadvantages for 
the welfare of hens”



Protocol on protection and 
welfare of animals 1997

• Recognises animals as ‘sentient beings’
• Implicit recognition of our ethical 

obligations to farm animals
• in formulating and implementing the 

Community's agriculture policies, the 
Community and the Member States “shall 
pay full regard to the welfare requirements 
of animals” 



EU Laying Hens Directive 1999

• Prohibits installation of any new 
conventional battery cages from 2003

• Prohibits conventional battery cages from 
2012



A video clip showing battery cages
was introduced by this slide



Scientific research fully supports 
cage ban

· 2005 EFSA report: inability to behave naturally 
and high levels of osteoporosis pose a 
particularly severe threat to the welfare of 
battery hens.

· 2006 LayWel report: welfare of hens is “severely 
compromised” in conventional battery cages & 
these cages do not have the potential to provide 
satisfactory welfare 



European Commission report,
January 2008 

• Concludes that there is no reason to 
postpone the ban on battery cages

• Should come into force in 2012 as planned 



Attitude of EU citizens to animal 
welfare

• On a scale from 1 to 10, EU citizens give 
animal welfare an importance rating of 7.8 
(2007 Eurobarometer survey)

• Growing recognition that production 
should not just be sustainable but also 
humane



Consumers have demonstrated their willingness to pa y 
more for higher welfare eggs

Country Proportion of egg production 

that is non-cage

Austria 70%

Sweden 58%

Netherlands 54%

Denmark 45%

UK 38%

Germany 37%

Ireland 34%



Across the EU the food industry
is moving to cage free eggs

• Recognising the need to include animal 
welfare in their corporate social 
responsibility strategies



A consumer - and retailer - led 
move away from cages

• No Dutch supermarkets sell battery eggs –
including Albert Heijn, Lidl, Aldi 

• No Austrian supermarkets sell battery 
eggs

• Coop Italia, Italy’s largest supermarket 
chain, only sells cage-free eggs under its 
own brand



A video clip showing an interview
with Coop Italia was introduced by this slide



Cage-free UK retailers
Company Shell eggs Egg ingredients

Sainsbury’s Cage-free by
February 2009

Cage-free by 2012 on 
own label products

Marks & Spencer Free range Free range

Waitrose Free range Free range on own 
label products

Co-op Free range Free range on own 
label products by 2010

Morrisons Free range on own 
label by 2010

Not cage-free



Belgian cage-free retailers

6 January 2006: Makro decides 
to stop selling fresh cage eggs. 

3 July 2006: Colruyt decides 
to stop selling fresh cage eggs 

1 January 2007: Delhaize & 
LIDL decide to stop selling fresh 
cage eggs

1 October 2007: Aldi decides 
to stop selling fresh cage eggs. 

4 September 2008: Carrefour stops 
selling all brands of cage eggs

1-3 October 2008: Match, Cora 
& Champion decide to stop 
selling fresh cage eggs

31 October 2008: Intermarché decides 
to stop selling fresh cage eggs

December 2008: Huyghebaert , 
main distributor for Prima 
stores , decides to stop selling 
fresh cage eggs



A video clip showing an interview
with Colruyt was introduced by this slide



Foodservice sector

• In UK McDonald’s only uses free range 
eggs – includes shell eggs & nearly all 
eggs used in products

• Over 90% of McDonald’s eggs across 23 
EU countries are now free-range 

• McDonald's committed to phasing out 
remaining caged whole eggs across the 
EU27 by end of 2010



Foodservice sector

• Sodexo Belgium is part of Sodexo, the 
third biggest foodservice operator in 
Europe 

• Sodexo Belgium only uses cage-free 
whole eggs & liquid eggs in all Belgian 
catering contracts 



Foodservice sector: Ikea & Subway

Ikea Belgium only uses 
whole barn eggs in 
breakfasts & cold plates 
served in their 
restaurants

Subway in UK & Ireland uses 
only free range eggs in its 
omelettes & has committed to 
going free range on all eggs 
used in other products e.g. 
sauces



Pret à Manger

“Good animal husbandry and welfare 
standards are a must, and attaining these 
for your business is an easy, hassle free 
process these days. In this day and age 
there is really no excuse.”



second largest food 
manufacturer in Europe

will be cage-free 
throughout western 
Europe in all brands 
of mayonnaise & 
dressings by 2012

Food manufacturers also 
switching to cage-free



World's largest 
confectionary brand

Cadbury  has 
committed to move all 
eggs used in its Creme 
Eggs to free range



Non-cage staff canteens

• Google only uses cage-free eggs in its 
staff catering across Europe

• Sky Television in UK has committed to 
using free range eggs across all catering 
at its main site

• Microsoft UK is committed to going cage-
free 



A video clip showing an interview
with Microsoft was introduced by this slide



Public procurement: I

• European Commission’s Communication on 
Green Public Procurement stresses leadership 
role that public sector bodies can play in driving 
up standards in the food & catering sector 

• Encourages the “procurement of livestock 
products with high welfare standards” 

• In England the government’s Sustainable Food 
Procurement Initiative aims for consistently high 
standards of animal welfare 



Public procurement: II

• Dutch Ministry of Agriculture uses only 
cage-free eggs in its staff catering

• House of Commons in UK only uses free 
range eggs

• 27 local authorities in UK have gone cage-
free – can include staff canteens, school 
meals & care homes 

• European Parliament catering is provided 
by Sodexo and is all cage-free. 



Public procurement: Italy
Comune di Argelato in the Province 
of Bologna ensures all meals in the 
region's nurseries, primary & lower 
secondary schools & social care 
homes for the elderly use free range 
organic eggs

Municipality of Verucchio in the 
Province of Rimini ensures that 
all meals in the region's nursery, 
primary and lower secondary 
schools use free range organic 
eggs



The Good Egg Awards

Rewarding companies for 
sourcing cage-free eggs

Good Egg Awards celebrate 
companies who are switching to 
barn or free range eggs



2008 Good Egg Award Winners



Business & Trade opportunities: I

• Margins on free range & barn eggs are 
higher than on battery eggs: European 
Commission’s socio-economic report

• Opportunity to supply unmet demand: food 
industry firms want to change but need to 
find suppliers of non-cage eggs & product



Business & Trade opportunities: II

• Reputational benefits of being seen to 
be committed to customers’ ethical 
concerns about animal welfare

• EU consumers increasingly are opting 
for quality – and good welfare is an 
integral part of quality



Business risk

• 62% of EU consumers would be willing to 
change their usual place of shopping in 
order to be able to buy more animal 
friendly food products: 2007 Eurobarometer 
survey

• Retailers who haven’t yet taken significant 
action on eggs should take note – they 
may find their customers preferring to 
shop elsewhere.



Labelling

• Labelling essential to allow informed consumer 
choice

• EU law requires boxes to be labelled “barn 
eggs”, “free range eggs” or “eggs from caged 
hens”


