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Overview

� Approaches to animal welfare programs

� Examples of programs in the United States

� Animal welfare and trade



Animal Welfare Approaches

� Legislative/regulatory

� Retailer programs

Producer programs� Producer programs

� Third-party certifier 
programs



Animal Welfare Approaches

� Benefits and drawbacks to each
� Legislative

� Mandatory - enforcement and penalties
� Poorly developed regulations
� Keeping pace with science

� Producer programs
� Not mandatory – but … condition of sale
� Strong educational and training components

� Certification programs
� Perspective
� Inconsistent
� Claims (marketing schemes)



Animal Welfare approaches in the 
United States
� A combination of these 

approaches
� Type depends on 

political, cultural, political, cultural, 
societal and 
agricultural systems

� At the farm level: 
producer oriented 
approaches



Legislative and Regulatory Animal 
Welfare Programs and Approaches
� Federal legislation and regulations

� Humane Methods of Livestock Slaughter Act



Legislative and Regulatory Animal 
Welfare Programs and Approaches
� Federal legislation and regulations

� Horse Protection Act
� Animal transport statutes
� Regulations on transport of horses to slaughter� Regulations on transport of horses to slaughter



Legislative and Regulatory Animal 
Welfare Programs and Approaches
� State legislation

� Sow stall bans (Oregon, Florida, Arizona)
� Horse slaughter (Illinois, Texas)
� Confinement of farm animals (California)



Producer Programs

� Pork Quality Assurance Plus



Producer Programs

� 1989: Pork Quality Assurance (PQA)
� 2003:  Swine Welfare Assurance Program
� 2005: New Pork Quality Plus Assurance Program 

developeddeveloped
� 2007: PQA Plus initiated
� 2010: PQA Plus to be fully implemented



Producer Programs

� Good Production Practices
� Partnership with veterinarian
� Education of animal caretakers
� Swine caretaker training program� Swine caretaker training program
� Proper swine care

� Site Assessment
� Third-party Verification



Producer Programs

� Handling/movement
� Body space
� Facilities
� Euthanasia plan

Ventilation� Ventilation
� Daily observation
� Emergency response
� Record keeping
� Animal evaluation



Producer Programs

Site Assessment
� Undertaken by trained 

PQA Plus advisors, or as a 
self-assessment by trained 
producers.producers.

� Third party verification 
will be used to evaluate 
the success of the program 



Third-Party Certifiers



Retailer Programs



Regardless of the approach

Animal Welfare 
programs:

� Science based
� Outcomes focused� Outcomes focused
� Education and training 

component
� Workable for all types 

of production systems



Animal Welfare measures in trade

� Use of AW as trade measures to improve animal 
welfare outcomes

� Use of AW trade measures for commercial 
purposes (manage competition?)purposes (manage competition?)



The limits of technical barriers to trade 
to improve animal welfare outcomes
� Generally, trade measures are not the most 

effective or efficient means to attain non-trade 
goals

� Animals outside the traded sector excludedAnimals outside the traded sector excluded



International Harmonization and 
Cooperation
� OIE animal welfare standards

� Science based
� Outcomes focused
� Democratic� Democratic
� Equivalence

� International dialogue
� Transparent
� Open
� Balanced




